NSO Guidelines- Copyright and Intellectual Property

National Science Olympiad, which may be referred to as “the National Organization” is the “owner” of the Science Olympiad logo (world map with “exploring the World of Science” beneath) as well as all Event Rules, Resource Materials, etc., associated with Science Olympiad and its sanctioned tournaments.

What is considered appropriate use of the Science Olympiad logo and resource materials?

· Upon registration with the National Organization (in Michigan this is done through state registration), teams are entitled to use the Science Olympiad logo on T-shirts, handouts, certificates, etc. in associate with Science Olympiad Tournaments.

· Schools that have previously participated in Science Olympiad may continue to use the Science Olympiad Logo prior to registering for the current year with the expectation that they will be participating in a sanctioned Science Olympiad Tournament during the current school year.

· Upon registration with the National Organization, teachers may copy and use Event Rules for classroom use.  Team Coaches may copy rules for events for distribution to students on their team and to Coaches.

· Regional Directors may copy event Rules for distribution to Event Supervisors who will be running events in their Regional Tournaments.

What is not considered appropriate use of the Science Olympiad logo and Resource Materials?

· Event Rules may not be distributed to anyone or to any team that has not registered with the National Organization.  Regional Directors therefore should not distribute rules to teams that have not officially registered during workshops, or at any other time.

· Regional Directors or Event Supervisors can present information about events to potential teams wit the intent that such teams will register for membership and participate in a sanctioned Science Olympiad Tournament – but they are not to distribute the actual Event Rules 

· It is prohibited to have any alteration of the official Science Olympiad logo.  Teams can place their school name with the Science Olympiad Logo on publications or promotions associated with participation in Science Olympiad Tournaments.  But they cannot use the name “Science Olympiad” or “exploring the World of Science” in association with any Logo other than the official Science Olympiad Logo (the globe with Science Olympiad through it).
· It is prohibited to have any use of the Olympic “rings” that were used at the Science Olympiad Logo in the 1980s.  These logos and variations of them are still in use by some Michigan Teams.  Use of this logo is a violation of copyright with the United States Olympic Committee and is prohibited.

· It is prohibited to use the word “Olympiad”  without being preceded by the word “Science”.  The  words “Science Olympiad” must be used together in reference to science Olympiad competitions.   

· Use of the phrase “Go for the Gold” is also prohibited. 

· Any use of the Science Olympiad Logo, Resources, Event Rules, etc. in association with any other academic competition or teaching resources is also prohibited.  

